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Camelx, Raika

an(l a little Jtory
a]aout tl1em






They live scattered on the
Thar desert ol Kajasthan,

in the northwest of India.
Raika. As long as tlney can
remember, they reared and
Iove(l camel;. APParently,
they were created to care lor

tl1e creature.






They believe the camel

was created by Shiva, by
Llowing life to a toy scuIPte(l
in clay by Farvati,

his wife. For the Raika,
however, it was a lot more

tl1an a Play—tlling.






The Raika knew everytlﬁng
about the camel that was there
u)know;ExcePtLowiounake
it survive the modern times in
wllicl1 motorise(l transPort,
ma(le tl1e camel re(lun(lant,

economica"y.






Like everytlling that loses
its economic function, the
camel PoPulation vanished,
one by one, day by day.

It had to be recreated,
economically. A modern
Shiva, was required to blow

ey e i






For a long time, none
aPPeare(l in the horizon.
However, eventually tlle

Raika found llell). In

creating new Procluct; out o}

camel Inair, mill(, and even

(lung. Which would make
the camel and the Rail{a,

survive.






o, sortino,

O

Sl'a(llllg an(l IPIIIIIIIIS camel

hair with a (lroP sPin(lle and

By co“ectin

on a wlleel, tlley ma(le a range

of sPlen(li(l camel yarns, l)y
Land.






Tlley use(l teclmology tllat was

Primitive , yet resPectal)le.
For 1t tool{ tl1em only Patience

and skill.






Besi(les a little Sui(lance.

An(l certainly no energy.
ExcePt tlle one tllat they

found in their joulj, morning

O

after mornino.

O






Tlle yarn came 1n a Variety
ol natural colours, like the
camels did. Unaltered in any

way an(l entirely natural.






Tlle yarns, were woven into
a wide Variety ol stoles , shawl; ,

I‘IISJ an(l OaPI.






WI110I1, not JurPrlslngly, met
with enthusiastic response

[rom Peol)le intere;te(l n

etl1ical fasllion.






From wool Satherlng to

finished woolen Procluct;, 1t
l(eePs the Raika and the rural
community emPloye(l. And
tlle camels relevant. Nature,

sustainal)le.






Tllen came paper. From

the camel poo- Which went
tl1rou8I1 various processes to
mal(e 1t Lacteria—free an(l Jare
[or PeoPle. It Ilas l)een ca"e(l

tl1e most l)io—(liverse PaPer on

eartll.






It is now available as
notel)ool{j, memo Pa(ls, Photo

all)ums, CD Poucl1e5, (locl{ets,

Sreetlng car(ls an(l l)ool(

marl{s.






By choosing to use the camel

wool or paper, you can
Ilell). After a", l)IOWIIIS new
Iife into the Rail{a an(l tlleir

cameliim t that hard.






A]aout LPPS

LPPS stands for Lokhit Pashu-Palak Sansthan, which means “welfare
organisation lor livestock keepers” in Hindi. It is a non-prolit organization
that was set up in 1996 to deal with a disease outbreak which had affected
camels. The main focus then was on providing veterinary help. The goals
then broadened to embrace PeoPle-centred livestock develoPment and the

sustainable (leveloPment of l)iodiverxity rich agro eeo;y;tem;.

As LPP‘ acts as a l)ri(lge l)etween tra(litional an(l modern animal culturel
| l(nowleclge systems, its work continues to be insPired and Illal)e(l l)y close

association with the Rail(a, the traditional Pa;toral community of Raja;tllan.
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About Camel Charisma

Camel Charisma is a social enterPri;e that (leveloln, Produee; and markets
Products from Rajastllan,J camel ller(ls. All our Product; are natural an(l eco-

frien(lly, coming from herded or [reely roaming camels living in and around

tlle Tllar Desert.

The idea behind Camel Charisma is siml)le: to save the camel l)y creaﬁng
Income [or Rajaitllan,l camel l)reeclerl. In recent decaclel, tlle numl)er of
camels llaj Plummetecl PreciPitou;ly an(l unleu a(l(le(l incentives are Providecl

for camel herders, this animal is on its sure way to extinction.

As most Products are handeralted Primarily l)y women 1n remote villages, the
Purclnase of Camel Charisma Proclucts also Providex a source of emPloyment

tlu'ougllout rural Rajastllan.
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Lol{l]it Paj]]u Palal( jangly jadridi, Pali Di;trict
Rajalt]'lan, In(lia

WWW. lPPI . 01‘8







